GENERAL  ORDERS,  )     HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  ARMY, 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washington,  February  4,  1862. 

The  following  act  of  Congress  is  published  for  the  information  of  all 
concerned: 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  certain  cases  to  take  pos- 
session of  railroad  and  telegraph  lines,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
when  in  his  judgment  the  public  safety  may  require  it,  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  take  possession  of  any  or  all  the  telegraph  lines 
in  the  United  States,  their  offices  and  appurtenances  ;  to  take  possession 
of  any  or  all  the  railroad  lines  in  the  United  States,  the  rolling  stock, 
their  offices,  shops,  buildings,  and  all  their  appendages  and  appurte- 
nances; to  prescribe  rules  and  regulations  for  the  holding,  using,  and 
maintaining  of  the  aforesaid  telegraph  and  railroad  lines,  and  to  ex- 
tend, repair,  and  complete  the  same,  in  the  manner  most  conducive  to 
the  safety  and  interest  of  the  Government ;  to  place  under  military 
control  all  the  officers,  agents,  and  employes  belonging  to  the  telegraph 
and  railroad  lines  thus  taken  possession  of  by  the  President,  so  that 
they  shall  be  considered  as  a  post  road  and  a  part  of  the  military 
establishment  of  the  United  States,  subject  to  all  the  restrictions  im- 
posed by  the  Rules  and  Articles  of  War. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  attempt  by  any  party  or 
parties  whomsoever,  in  any  State  or  District  in  which  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  are  opposed,  or  the  execution  thereof  obstructed  by  in- 
surgents and  rebels  against  the  United  States,  too  powerful  to  be  sup- 
pressed by  the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceedings,  to  resist  or 
interfere  with  the  unrestrained  use  by  Government  of  the  property 
described  in  the  preceding  section,  or  any  attempt  to  injure  or  destroy 
the  property  aforesaid,  shall  be  punished  as  a  military  offence,  by 
death,  or  such  other  penalty  as  a  Court  Martial  may  impose. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  three  commissioners  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  assess  and  determine  the  damages 
suffered,  or  the  compensation  to  which  any  railroad  or  telegraph  com- 
pany may  be  entitled  by  reason  of  the  railroad  or  telegraph  line  being 


seized  and  used  under  the  authority  conferred  by  this  act,  and  their 
award  shall  be  submitted  to  Congress  for  their  action. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacttd,  That  the  transportation  of  troops, 
munitions  of  war,  equipments,  military  property  and  stores,  through- 
out the  United  States,  shall  be  under  the  immediate  control  and  super- 
vision of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  such  agents  as  he  may  appoint ; 
and  all  rules,  regulations,  articles,  usages,  and  laws  in  conflict  with 
this  provision  are  hereby  annulled. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  compensation  of  each  of  the 
commissioners  aforesaid  shall  be  eight  dollars  per  day  while  in  actual 
service  ;  and  that  the  provisions  of  this  act,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
operating  and  using  said  railroads  and  telegraphs,  shall  not  be  in  force 
any  longer  than  is  necessary  for  the  suppression  of  this  rebellion. 

Approved  January  31,  1862. 

By  command  of  Major  General  McClellan: 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant  General 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  \  HEADQUARTERS  OP  THE  ARMY, 

L  Adjutant  General's  Office, 

No.  12.  J  Washington,  February  6,  1862. 

The  following  orders  are  from  the  War  Department: 

The  Department  has  been  so  frequently  embarrassed  by  the  action 
of  General  Officers  of  the  Volunteer  service,  in  appointing  or  giving 
acting  appointments  to  persons  to  serve  upon  their  staff,  that  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  issue  a  general  notice  to  all  whom  it  may  concern, 
that  no  such  appointments  can  be,  or  will  be,  recognized  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  President,  alone,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  has  power  to  make  any  appointment  in  the  Army.  To  no 
General  has  he  delegated  any  portion  of  this  power.  From  the  War 
Department,  through  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army,  all  notices 
of  appointment  issue,  and  none  other  are  valid. 

The  Assistant  Adjutant  General  of  every  Division  ;  the  Assistant 
Adjutant  General,  Assistant  Quartermaster,  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 
Surgeon,  and  Paymaster  of  each  Brigade  of  volunteers  will  be  regu- 


larly  assigned  to  it  from  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army.  Pending  such 
regular  assignment,  the  officer  commanding  the  brigade  or  division  is 
at  liberty  to  detail  for  temporary  duty,  in  any  or  each  of  these  several 
capacities,  some  officer  of  his  command.  But  he  is  not  authorized, 
and  hereby  is  expressly  forbidden,  to  put  any  civilian,  or  person  not 
amenable  to  the  Articles  of  War,  on  such  duty.  Any  future  trans- 
gression of  this  rule  will  be  treated  as  a  disobedience  of  orders,  and 
dealt  with  accordingly. 

The  utmost  which  is  conceded  by  law  and  regulation  to  any  general 
officer  is  the  power  to  select,  among  the  officers  of  his  command,  the 
regularly  authorized  Aides-de-Camp,  to  whose  services  he  is  entitled, 
in  numbers  not  to  exceed,  and  of  grade  no  higher,  than  are  designated 
in  section  3  of  the  act  approved  July  29,  1861. 

But  as  to  the  additional  Aides-de-Camp  authorized  by  the  act  ap- 
proved August  5, 1861,  to  Major  Generals  of  the  regular  Army,  when 
"commanding  forces  of  the  United  States  in  the  field,"  the  case  is 
different.  Though  the  power  to  recommend  such  Aides-de-Camp  for 
appointment  is  reserved  to  these  Major  Generals,  the  power  of  appoint- 
ing them,  when  recommended,  is  exclusively  vested  in  the  President, 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  to  be  exercised  or  not,  at 
his  discretion ;  and,  until  regularly  appointed  by  the  President,  there- 
fore, no  officer  or  civilian,  recommended  for  such  appointment,  can  be 
placed  on  duty,  or  can  lawfully  exercise  any  of  the  functions  pertain- 
ing to  the  office. 

As  a  matter  of  indulgence,  and  in  consideration  of  the  intimate  rela- 
tions which  ought  to,  and  must  necessarily,  subsist  between  a  general 
officer  and  his  chief  of  staff,  the  general  officers  of  volunteers  have 
been  allowed  to  recommend  for  appointment  their  Assistant  Adjutants 
General.  But  in  this  case,  as  in  the  others,  they  will  not  be  per- 
mitted to  place  any  one  on  duty  until  after  he  shall  have  been  regu- 
larly commissioned  or  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

This  order  establishes  no  new  regulations,  but  is  meant  to  call  atten- 
tion to  long-existing  regulations  that  have  been  too  frequently  vio- 
lated or  overlooked,  and  to  put  an  end  to  a  great  abuse. 

By  command  of  Major  General  McClellan: 

L.  THOMAS,  Adjutant  General. 


\ 
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GENERAL  ORDERS,  \  HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  ARMY. 

v.  Adjutant  General's  Office, 

No.  13.  )  Washington,  February  11,  1862. 

The  enormous  waste,  by  the  officers  to  whose  care  they  are  sent,  of 
the  blank  forms  issued  from  this  office,  calls  for  some  prompt  correc- 
tion. With  this  view,  the  following  regulations  have  been  adopted, 
and  will  be  strictly  enforced  : 

I. -Hereafter  all  requisitions  for  books  or  blanks,  supplied  from  this 
office,  must  be  addressed,  through  Kegimental  and  Brigade  Headquar- 
ters in  each  Division,  to  the  Assistant  Adjutant  General  at  Division 
Headquarters,  who  will  himself,  from  time  to  time,  make  general 
requisitions  on  this  office  for  the  supply  of  his  Division. 

II.. Every  commanding  officer  of  a  Company  will  henceforth  keep  a 
regular  account  of  all  books  and  blanks  received  and  expended  by 
him  for  the  use  of  his  Company,  and  make  a  quarterly  return  of  the 
same  to  the  Adjutant  of  his  Kegiment.  These  returns  will  be  consoli- 
dated with  those  of  the  Regimental  Headquarters,  and  forwarded  in 
this  shape  by  the  Adjutant,  through  Brigade  Headquarters,  to  those  of 
the  Division.  The  Assistant  Adjutant  General  at  Division  Headquar- 
ters will  make  similar  returns  to  this  office  of  the  books  and  blanks 
received  by  him  for  distribution  to  his  Division. 

III..  Where  troops  are  not  brigaded,  as  sometimes  happens  with  the 
Cavalry  and  Artillery,  requisitions  for  books  and  blanks  will  be  made 
upon  the  chiefs  of  their  respective  arms  in  the  army  to  which  they 
are  attached,  and  returns  of  the  same  will  be  made  to  these  officers 
as  though  to  Division  Headquarters ;  and  the  Chiefs  of  Cavalry  and 
Artillery,  in  such  cases,  will  make  requisitions  for  the  books  and 
blanks  needed  for  their  commands,  and  make  returns  of  the  same  to 
this  office,  as  prescribed  in  paragraph  II  of  this  order. 

IV.. The  above  regulations  are  meant  to  apply  to  regulars  as  well  as 
to  volunteers. 

V. .Officers  on  the  Recruiting  Service,  whether  of  the  regular  army 
or  the  volunteers,  will  make  requisitions  for,  and  quarterly  returns  of, 
the  books  and  blanks  required  by  them,  on  and  to  their  respective 
Superintendents;  and  the  latter  will  be  governed,  in  their  turn, by 
what  is  laid  down  in  paragraph  III  for  the  Chiefs  of  Cavalry  and 
Artillery. 
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